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INSURANCE. BUT BETTER.

GAME CHANGER

Imagine a young, energetic elementary school teacher 
who takes his students outdoors to learn in public spaces, 

or on private property with the owners’ permission. 

Imagine this teacher has been seconded to outdoor 
education centre, and his assignment is to plan and 
deliver educational experiences for Grade 6 students. 

In addition to carrying out these activities, visualize him 
creating – in his “spare time” – a climbing wall in a barn on 
this property, while planning for the production of  syrup 
from sap collected from the surrounding maple trees. You 
might also find this teacher leading an organized hike 
somewhere in the region.

This person can be found scouting out a new trail along 
the shores of  Georgian Bay near the village of  Leith. He 
is engaged in creating access to a significant piece of  land, 
including wetlands and a pristine shoreline, to prevent any 
future development which might restrict public access.

The person is Bob Knapp, the land steward director 
for the Sydenham Bruce Trail Club (SBTC). In this 
capacity, he looks after approximately 40 volunteers who 
check designated properties owned by the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy.

Previously, Bob held many other leadership positions in 
the SBTC, including president. He has been a consistent 

leader over many years in virtually all facets of  this 
organization.

When asked what his greatest satisfaction from 
volunteering is, Bob said, “Knowing that our region’s 
natural beauty will be preserved for future generations is 
my driving force.”  

He describes with passion the serendipitous discovery 
of  such things as a 150-year-old basswood tree recently 
near Kemble Rock, or an old growth maple forest on the 
eastern side of  the Sydenham section of  the trail. 

Bob has dedicated his life to preserving our natural habitat 
and to helping people of  all ages appreciate our natural 
legacy. He is the epitome of  a dedicated volunteer.

Preserving our natural beauty
Game Changer 
Bob Knapp hikes 
East Rocks in 
Owen Sound.


